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Four categories of functional noise in collective systems, with examples of each. Adapted from Figure 1 of
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role of noise in collective intelligence. Collective Intelligence, 1(1), licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

Yuragi

揺らぎ
yuragi · fluctuation

For living systems noise is not error, and not
even just noise. It is closer to diversity and
variability, and it is a driver of novelty and
variation. The Japanese word yuragi describes
this side of noise: fluctuation as something a
system uses, rather than a parasite that only
harms it.

In French, parasite is also a word for “noise”,
a double meaning the philosopher Michel Ser-
res explored in The Parasite.
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